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NEWS

When Ann Bishop 
hatched her plan 
to drive the Via 

Francigena from Reims 
to Rome, she turned to 
Bennington’s to help her 
find a carriage to fit the bill. 
Serendipity was at work as 
the team at Bennington were 
working on a new prototype of 
an all round family vehicle with 
interchangeable backs which 
could be used for pleasure 
driving or a working vehicle on 
a small holding. 

Aptly named the Versatile, 
the carriage has been designed 
to have the options of a tipping 
back and wheelbarrow (for 
poo picking or other light farm 
duties) and side facing seats or 
forward facing seats, so it has 
the capability of taking the kids 
for a ride around the lanes or 

doing jobs around the fields. It 
also has poles to drive a single 
or a pair.

Ann snapped up the 
prototype Versatile for her 
pilgrimage and worked with 
Bennington to make the 
adjustments needed for her 
journey. An 18-inch detachable 
extension was added along 
with side panels to create 
additional storage space. Ann 
and her travelling companion 
Francesca Firrett are carrying 
everything they need for the 
trip including food, water, 
medical supplies, grooming 
and camping equipment 
for them and the horses so 
extra storage capacity on the 
carriage was a prerequisite.

A roll bar was also added to 
carry lights and a solar panel. 
The solar panel drives the 

battery for the lights, a USB 
port and cigarette lighter for 
charging the iPad and running 
a small fridge. Ann also has a 
Go Pro camera fitted to the 
carriage so she can record her 
journey on video.

The carriage was set up 
to drive her pair Pebbles and 
Samson with Captain Jack 
Sparrow, Ann’s gypsy cob, 
tethered at that back carrying 
the lighter weight items 
needed on the trip in specially 
designed paniers. 

Once Ann has returned, she 
can remove the attachments 
and use her Versatile as a 
standard vehicle around her 
small holding, until she gets 
itchy feet again and takes off 
on another pilgrimage. 

•	 For more information 
on the Versatile contact 
Bennington Carriages 
on 01400 281280. To 
follow the pilgrims’ 
progress visit www.
cycleclipsandhoofpicks.
wordpress.com

Don’t forget! BDS Dinner Dance 
With less than six weeks 

to go, the British 
Driving Society’s 

Dinner Dance on Saturday  
1 November is fast approaching, 
so don’t forget to get your 
tickets for what is lining up to 
be a super evening. Organiser 
Malcolm Salter has managed to 
get a brilliant band of six talented 
young musicians, Groove City to 
help you dance the night away 
with a selection of songs which 
span the decades, so all ages are 
guaranteed a great night out. 

The dinner dance is being 
held this year at the Hinckley 
Island Hotel, Watling Street, 

Hinckley, Leicestershire, LE10 
3JA, tel 01455 631122. The BDS 
has agreed reduced room rates 
for those wishing to stay the 
night. Dinner dance tickets are 
£40 each, available from Tess 
Styles at the BDS office – please 
note the new telephone number 
01379 384612. Pre-dinner drinks 
from 7.00 pm, dinner 8.00 pm 
- black tie. Rooms to be booked 
direct with the hotel, £75 Single 
B x B, £85 Double B x B - please 
quote the British Driving Society 
when booking for this room rate.

A raffle in aid of Carmarthen 
Carriage Drivers Driving for the 
Disabled Group will be held on 

the night. If 
you wish to 
donate a 
raffle prize 
to this 
worthy 
group, who 
are trying 
to purchase 
a much 
needed new 
disabled 
carriage, 
then please 
contact 
the dinner 
dance organiser 
Malcolm Salter tel: 01777 248210.
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